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GUEST  0?  HONOR 

Our  Michigan  Token  &  Medal  Society  annual  fall  meeting  will  very 
likely  have  the  most  prominent  speaker  of  the  whole  Michigan  State 
Numismatic  Society  Convention  this  time. 

Mrs.  Virginia  Culver  is  national  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Ass’n,  an  organization  started  by  a  Michigan  man  in  1891 
which  now  lists  membership  numbers  higher  than  82,000.  Mrs.  Culver 
is  also  editor  of  the  national  Token  &  Medal  Society’s  Journal.  Mrs. 
Culver  is  also  our  Mich- TAMS  charter  member  #178.  Her  topic  i3  not 
known  at  this  writing,  but  the  membership  will  be  delighted  and  honored 
to  see  and  hear  her. 

Our  meeting  is  scheduled  for  3:00  PM  on  Saturday,  November  16, 
at  the  Detroit  Hilton  Hotel  in  Detroit. 

MIC II- TAILS  ELECTION 

A  letter  from  our  Mich- TAMS  president,  Don  He Ke Ivey  of  Port  Huron, 
has  been  received,  and  states: 

"Due  to  many  unforeseen  things  in  recent  months  we  will  not  be 
able  to  mail  out  election  ballots. 

A  new  slate  of  officers  is  to  be  elected  at  the  Pall  Show  and 
Meeting.  If  you  wish  to  nominate  anyone  for  office  please  submit  his 
or  her  name.  It  will  bo  very  wise  to  find  out  if  that  person  will  run 
if  nominated.  This  will  save  much  valuable  time; 

' You  the  members  are  urged  to  nominate,  vote,  and  be  a  part  of  our 
club.  Hope  to  sec  you  at  our  Mich- TAMS  meeting.  It  should  be  a  good 
one.  Send  your  nominations  today  to  the  Editor  of  The  Junk  Box. 

For  Now ,  Don  Me  Ke  Ivey ,  Fr  e  s .  " 

1974  NSW  ISSUES 
by  George  Stenson  310 

ANN  ARBOR  Sesquicentennia.1  -  May  ,  Silver  bar  $8.75  pp*  Tin 
lapel  buttons  -  free.  No  wood,  Sesqui.  Comm, ,  113  W.  Liberty,  Ann 
Arbor  Mich  4$I08. 

BIRMIrTGHxlM-Bloomf ield  CC  10th  Annual  Coin  Show.  Their  first  wood 
Issue.  NV  black  -  Indian  RV,  NV  black  -  buffalo  RV.  Birminghnjn- 
Bloomfield  Coin  Club,  P0  Box  23,  Birmingham  Mich  48012. 

BLISSFIELD  Sosquicontennlal.  Sterling  silver  and  bronze  set  - 
y?23.50.  Silver  plated  and  bronze  In  lucite  -  O13 .00.  Bronze  coin  - 
M3*  00.  Silver  elated  coin  -  $Ia.50.  No  response  on  wood  or  buttons. 
Blissf ield  Sesqui.  Comm. ,  Blissfield  Mich  49228. 

(contSd  on  page  3) 
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1974  newissues 

(cont’d  from  page  l) 


DETROIT  News  Centennial.  Set  of  four  12  oz  glasses  $3.00.  Set 
of  eight  12  oz  glasses  44*50.  The  Detroit  News,  Box  2318,  Detroit 
Mich  48231. 

DETROIT  -  3$th  Convention  C.S.H.S.  May  9-12.  50  th  Anniversary 

Detroit  Coin  Club.  Daniel  C  Parker,  6J7  Mullett  St,  Detroit  Mich  48226. 
Also  bronze  convention  badge  w/ribbon  42 . 25  pp . 

DEXTER  Sesquicentennial.  Bronze  coin  M3. 00  plus  12/  tax.  Incite 
set  $15.00  plus  60/  tax.  Sterling  set  $25.00  plus  $1.00  tax.  Buttons, 
plates,  ties,  stock  certificates.  50/  postage/handling  on  each  order, 

No  wood  issue.  Dexter  Area  Sesqui.,  Inc,  P0  Box  1824,  Dexter  Mich48l30. 

FARMINGTON  Sesquicentennial.  Sterling  silver  $25.00.  Bronze 
$2.50.  Nickel  silver  45.00  (numbered  set  $32.50 ).  Unnumbered  bronze 
42,50,  _  Unnumbered  bronze  w/chain  43»50.  Numbered  nickel  silver  w/ 
chain  46.00.  No  official  wood.  Some  schools  and  businesses  Issued  * 
wood,  including  Longacre  Elementary  School  5/  black,  Edward  J.  Lane, 
Exec  Dir,  Farmington  Chamber  of  Commerce,  P0  Box  l5,  Farmington  48024 * 

FORD,  GERALD  R.  -  40th  Vice- Pres  of  US.  Inaugurated  -  Not  Elected. 
Limited  issues  (some  sold  out):  2%*’  antique  silver  §55*00  plus  $1.25. 
?-¥'  proof  finish  silver  $60.00  plus  $1,25.  2$f;  24K  gold  vermeil  §75.00 

plus  41.25.  Unlimited  2-3/4"  antique  bronze  §7.50  plus  75/.  Medailic 
Art  Company,  PO  Box  771,  Danbury  Conn  06810. 

FORD,  GERALD  R.  -  (U  of  Mich  Alumni  Medal)  l//1  proof  silver. 

Federal  Coin  &  Currency  Inc,  New  York  NY. 

FRANKLIN  Aquarius  Collector  Coins.  I'TV  wood  dark  blue  -  buffalo 
RV.  5/  dark  blue  -  Indian  RV.  Free  on  request  plus  SASE,  Aquarius 
Collector  Coins  (R  Minton  Harris )  Box  622,  Franklin  Mich  48025. 


KENT  17 0 0 D  S amb o  1  s  Re 


nt.  10/  red.  -  coffee  cup  (I  have  one 


each  from  Kentwood  and  from  Grand  Rapids  -  evidently  issued  by  the  same 


Sambo’s  -  Kentwood  is  suburb  of  Grand  Rapids). 


3  amb  o 1 s  Restaurant 


at  inyan 


Chins  Oct  1973  -no 
Highway  4l  West , 


3500  -  28th  St  SE,  Kentwood  Mich  49508. 

I-LfiROUETTE  Sambo  1  s  ^  Restaurant  (per 
response  to  my  letters).  Sambo’s  Restaurant, 

Marquette  Mich  49855. 

MONROE  Coin  Club.  'Dr.  George  F  Heath  medal  3 9 ram.  antique  bronze 
§4.00  PP*  Mrs  Benoteau,  Secy  Monroe  Coin  Club,  P0  Box  ill*.,  Monroe  48l6l4 
MOUNT  CLEMENS  Abex  Tax  Preparers.  Black  wooden  nickel  -  Free  Prep¬ 
aration  of  State  Income  Tax  Return.  Abex  Tax  Preparers,  Crocker  Blvd 
at  Harper,  Mb  Clemens  Midi  4^043 • 

PONTIAC  Crescent  Lake  Cougars  Coin  Club,  Sponsored  by  Crescent  Lake 
Community  School,  Co-ordinator  Roberta  Salfi,  NV  black.  Mrs  Roberta 
Salfi,  Pontiac  Coin  Club,  P0  Box  442,  Pontiac  Mich  48056, 

PONTIAC  COIN  CLUB.  Set  of  3  all  NV  black.  Pontiac  Mich  Coin  Club 
Founded  1952  -  Hosts  MSNS  l8th  Annual  Show.  New  Home  of  the  Lions  -  i 
Pontiac  CC  hosts  MSNS  18th  Annual  Show,  50th  Anniversary  National  Coin- 
Week  -  Pontiac  CC  hosts  MSNS  18th  Annual  Show.  Mrs  Salfi  address  above* 
RIVERDALE  Centennial  July  19-20-21.'  Wooden  quarters  25/  black. 
Centennial  Belles,  Brothers  of  the  Brush, *  Books ,  Cups,  Plates,  Holders, 
Bumper  Strips.  Riverdalte  Centennial  Fund,  Riverdale  Mich  48877. 

SAULT  STE.  HER  IE  306th  Anniv.  Coin  Gemstone  Shop,  NV  black. 
Coin  llV  Gemstone  Shop,  201  W.  Portage  Ave,  Sault  Ste  Marie  Mich  49783. 

TECUMSEK  Sesquicentennial.  Unnumbered  bronze  coin  42.50.  Bronze 
and  silver  plated  in  Incite  412.50.  Numbered  bronze  Cz  silver  set  420. 0C 
5/  red  xtfooden  nickel.  5/  black  wooden  nickel.  Add  money  for  postage. 
Tecumsch  Sesqui.  Inc,  117-119  S  Evans  St,  T^cumseh  Mich  49286. 


(WYOMING)  Nowhall  Junior  High  Coin  & 
Show  -April  1974.  5/  black  -  Indian  RV. 
Box  5Lj  Big  Rapids  Mich  49307. 
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Stamp  Club.  2nd  Annual  Coin 
Norman  G  Peterson,  Rt  1 


BUNG TOWN  COPPERS 
by  Brian  D  Altman  MD,  I1I//3 


American  and  British  numismatists  in  tbo  latter  l800’s  and  early 
1900’s  referred  to  a  group  of  copper  halfpence  and  f arthlng-s Ised  | »1< c es 
issued  (a  century  earlier)  in  Britain  and  possibly  British  North  America 
as  ’’Bungtown  Coppers'*  after  a  mythical  town  in  Pennsylvania  where  sev¬ 
eral  varieties  are  allegod  to  have  been  issued.  (Soe  Lyman  Low’s  l88£ 
fixed  price  list).  ’Ahile  I  understand  Hr.  Eric  Newman  delivered  an 
excellent,  and  I’m  sure  authoritative,  dissertation  on  dimeric  an  pieces 
at  an  ANA  Convention  a  couple  of  years  ago,  I  have  not  beon  able  to  sec 
a  transcript  of  his  presentation.  The  first  lengthy  list  was  published 
by  James  Atkins,  entitled  Imitations  of  Regal  Coins,  pn  3^5"*395  of  rjlLo 
Tradesman* 3  Tokens  of  The  Eighteenth  Century,  London  1&92.  Hany  were 
listed  by  Condor,  as  well  as  Dalton  and  Hamer,  and  others,  in  their 
books.  Charles  N'  Sc  lima  11  wrote  superbly  about  Bungtowns  in  the  July  19i|ij. 
Numismatic  Review,  and  delivered  a  paper  at  about  the  same  time  on  these 
evasive  nieces  to  the  Brooklyn  NY  Coin  Club.  I  believo  his  list  was  also 
published  in  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  in  the  mid  forties. 

Professor  Thomas  Ollivc  Mabbott  noted  the  dictionary  of  American 
English  shows  one  l8th  Century  reference  to  Bungtowns  that  “records  that 
all  coppers  except  Bungtowns  shall  be  received  at  the  rato  of  160  to  the 
dollar  in  New  York. t!  This  implies  that  there  were  many  kinds  of  coppers 
that  wore  in  circulation  that  were  not  Bungtowns,  that  everyone  knuw 
what  a  Bung  town  was,  and  that  a  Bungtown  was  an  inferior  thing  received, 
if  at  all,  at  a  discount.  Apparently  Americans,  later  in  the  1800’s, 
used,  the  word  to  refer  to  the  Hard  times  Tokens,  or  Ja.ckson  Cents, 
satirical  just  as  the  older  items  with  which  we’re  concerned.  The  Jan. 
1902  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  claims  a  town  in  Rehoboth  Mass 
(near  Providence  RI)  is  ‘‘Bungtown.  11 

These  pieces  are  crude  (probably  intentional)  copies  of  George  II  - 
III  copper  coins.  By  having  corrupted  spelling,  portraits,  and  legends, 
these  pieces  presumably  protected  their  issuers  from  the  very  harsh 
ant icount erf ei ting  laws,  a.nd  simultaneously  provided  currency  for  mer¬ 
chants  and  the  public  here  and  in  England  plagued  by  a  copper  coin 
shortage.  I’m  sure  they  provided  ready  expression  for  satirical  nubile ity 
and  propaganda. 

Several  collected  officially  as  American  Colonial  pieces  are  often 
included  among  the  Bungtowns ,  e.g.  the  Voce  Populi  pieces  of  1760,  the 
"1783 Georgius  Trlumpho  Emissions,  and  the  1736  and  1787  dated  Auctori 
Plebis  Tokens.  Isaac  Hood,  in  his  listing  of  Canadian  Blacksmith  Coppers 
probably  complements  the  listing  of  colonial  examples.  Legends  include 
sarcastic/political  pro  and  anti  British,  and  Irish,  as  well  as  Anti- 
Papal,  and  miscellaneous  such  as  Music  Charms  or  Shakespear.  Most  have 
obverse  portraits  facing  right  or  left,  and  reverse  depictions  oC  an  Irish 
harp  or  Brittania  seated. 

This  series  is  interesting,  entertaining,  shrouded  in  mystery  and 
speculation,  and  especially  in  this  era  of  unreal  prices,  inexpensive. 

I  have  proof  that  at  least  some  Bungtowns  circulated  in  British  North 
America  for  one  pioce  in  my  collection  by  thoso  famous  Montreal  hardware 
merchants  of  the  19th  Century,  Devins  &  Bolton. 

I  welcome  any  comments  and  suggestions  as  well  as  pieces  sent  to 
me  for  attribution.  I  am  trying  to  record  die  varieties.  This  will  be 
free  of  charge.  Thank  you.  August  12,  1974* 
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CLASSIFIEDS  • 


WANTED  -  All  types  C  W  Store  Card  Tokens ,  &  Ohio  Trade 'Tokens  especially 
aSa  6m  *  Sen(^  priced  lists ,  -  or ■  send  for  generous  offer.  Member 

VTTt'  TOflnp  Cms :  Gay  Lipscoxab,  5010  Vinton 'Rd,  Fairfield  Ohio  lp5011p. 
r  ^  ~  Associates  Co.  numbered  credit  acct  tokens  for  food  stamp 
okens  (1  metal  or  2  plastic),  or  beer,  whiskey,  grocery,  drug  store 
y  _ tokens,  or  a  sports  schedule  token.  Still  cataloging  soap  tokens 

wil1  appreciate  rubbings,  descriptions.  J  W  Baum,  3113  N  Arkansas 
T  Ave,  Wichita  Kan  67204. 

ANTjiD  -  Info  as  to  whether  others  are  knox-m,  how  many  made,  etc,  of  a 
piece  I  have.  Mine  is  a  So-Called  Dollar,  H&  K  #465*  Ford  automobile 
piece,  but  in  silver  x-7ith  number  lip  incused  on  reverse.  C  E  Ziegler, 
r  2705  Grace  Road,  Port  Huron  Mich  48060. 

-ANTED  -  Educational  Tokens  from  any  state  such  as  private  schools, 
colleges,  business  depts ,  chem  lab  breakage,  anniversaries,  school 
'  ,.T^nch  Programs.  Raymond  E  Olson,  32137  Oakley,  Livonia  Mich  48154. 
w ANTED  -  Milk  or  dairy  trs.de  tokens*  Any  state,  especially  Mich.  Top 
prices  or  will  trade,  Hs_ve  tokens,  medals,  lots  of  milk  bottles 
Melvin  Reiter,  6482  Newton  Rd,  East  Lansing 
FOR  SALE  -  My  neighbor  recently  acquired  a  lot 
telephone  line  glass  insulators.  Wishes  to 
3367  Jewell  Rd,  Howell  Mich  48843 


Mich  48823.  517-332-6404. 

of  piano  rolls,  and  many 
sell.  Chester  F  Clark, 


WORTHY  OF  MENTION 


CLARENCE  xi,  Z IEC-LER  JR  #4q5  has  sent  us  attributions  of  three  items 
*' have  plagued  collectors.  WAYNE  POST  #64  uniface  brass  token  is  not 

was  issn.ed  by  the  American  Legion  in  Indianapolis 
Is  not  from  Lansing  nor  Charlotte.  This  store 


Michigan  token. 
Ind.  RIMES  CIGAR 


Q  rn 


TORE 


v?as  owned  by  Oliver  Rimes,  located  at  67  V  Chicago  St  In  Coldx^ater  Mich. 
rLn  the  1940 ls  they  had  a  cigar  store,  lunch  counter,  and  had  2  pool  tables 
ihey  do  not  have  any  tokens  left.  Today  they  operate  a  fish  bait  store 
at  892  E  Chicago  in  Col dw at er .  WAYNE  PIG  TAIL  CURLER  tokens  were  pass ed 
oat  by  stores  that  sold  Wayne  Feeds.  1x1  the  early  1960’s  they  started 
selling  a  new  feed  for  young  pigs  and  used  this  token  as  publicity.  It  1 
Is  not  a  Mich  piece.  The  main  office  is  in  Chicago,  a  fex-7  plants  are  in 
the  East ,  most  of  their  business  Is  In  the  Midwest.  Noxtf  OT'jned.  by  a  hold¬ 


ing  company, 

JOHN  LAING  in  Scotland  sent  In  his  Mich- TAMS  dues  by  mailing  us  a 
one  pound  English  note. 

DOT  TIE  DOW  charter  #64?  our  member  In  Ariz,  is  our  new  national 
president  of  TAMS,  Her  collections  include  elongateds  and  wooden  money. 
Retiring  national  president  BYRON  F  JOHNSON  #258  of  Seattle  now  has  his 
nor trait  depicted  on  the  TAMS  Medal,  as  did  former  president  GEORGE  D 
HAT  IE  charter  #12,  noxi  ANA  vicepresident. 

A  large  crude  paperxxoight  medal,  likeness  of  a  huge  Indian  Head  cent, 
found  at  a  summer  fleamarket,  apparently  Is  a  Detroit  issue.  Obverse 
around  Indian  head  Is  Lucky/P0nny/l927 .  Reverse.0  Cher  by/ 12  3 /TAXI/ 

Jo.xl  cab/ Service  Co.  An  unde  seer  nable  design  is  in  center  between  A  and 
A  of  TAXI. 

An  apparently  unlisted  piece  of  Mich  x^ood  came  to  light  at  the  IOWMC 
Convention  in  Columbus.  A  young  couple,  both  Mich  natives  noitf  living  In 
Columbus  area  had  seen  an  article  In  n:  Columbus  daily  w/a  picture  of  a 
like  obverse  United  SKATES  of  Amerlca/5  Sonts/1959.  But  the  reverse  was 
different.  Wendell  Morningstar,  never  having  seen  this  reverse,  x-xent  to 
find  Pete  Hartley  but  couldn’t.  He  then  found  Chester  Clark’s  table,  the 
?1  rom  plywood  Wooden  Nlckcl/Oaylord/Camporee/l959/(Jenuine  Wood  was  bought, 

RAYMOND  E  OLSON  has  sent  in  2  very  good  articles.  Another  Issue. 
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